


“NO OTHER GAME
COMBINES THE
WONDER OF
NATURE WITH
THE DISCIPLINE
' OFSPORTIN
| SUCH CAREFULLY
PLANNED WAYS.
A GREAT GOLF
COURSE BOTH
FREES AND
‘ CHALLENGES
84 ; X

., AP A GOLFER’'S MIND.

‘

- TOM WATSON



What’s my interest?




“Golfis an
environmental
disaster”




Golfis an
environmental
disaster - ????
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Lizard orchid

2000 - 3000 at Royal St Georges
90% of whole UK population
Up to 1m tall

Pride in stewardship of national
rarity




Corridors
and

Stepping
Stones




Birds and golf courses:

a guide to habitat management

R&A - RSPB
Partnership

Marie Athorn

Email Marie at: conservation-advice@rspb.org.uk

https://www.randa.org/golf-course-2030-projects-biodiversity




GEO
Foundation

ustainability in and through golf

GEO Foundation

BIGGA
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ENGLAND
GOLF

England Golf

Sustainability Drive
and
Sustainability Toolkit

#TheSustainabilityDrive )
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Look after your hedges!
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Encourage pollinators




Solitary
Bee “Hotel”
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Veteran Trees
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More
imaginative
Strokesavers

Cloammon blue daoreity
o ot widon

The extensive decp ratghs which
fark the hole both kit and right
prevade sanificant ecclopcal rteres
assoCated with this pictrescue par 3
The prazsknds througn the course are
manaped (o gravide the ides# hazand
fram a galfirg perpective, offoring thin
g Gpen grasstands Lovards play and
thicker moes runk swerdd foher afiokd,
Mot anly daes this promde the gofer
wath Lor pueshiment dependant on the
dance est the playing fine, but also
2 varety of ecotagical nches for both
thin and tussacky gracsland specalst

maTirals and rverbibvates

Ihrcuzh the kwwer sactons of the Sth
hale thadand 1§ gently contasired to
speept nun off waterard channal it aeay
from n play aces, Ths his atlowed

for the devspment af senb-wetiand
habtat domimated Dy soff nush, thase in
Luin offer reosteip and feragng Fabnat
for dragenfies and danselles sudh as
the common Blus dameeifier which can
b fated in b numbers thmigh the
LY TES et

The wesland Gty Wb apoccach to e
green & gren of the most acologily
nch areas on the course. Yoo will

HERON'S REST

Mot cechind ool yellow rauls

PRO'S TIP
Owenrig Par 3. Waler nd & large
grecnside bunker await any mss-hit
shot, Naguires a bigh soft landing
shot to hold the shalow green

Cogritun wad teoheis i
wedied on Sthe hade

Apte Tt the vegelahon campositior
diffars dramatically fram tha more

dey sand elevated grasslngs theough
the first four holeg wilh repsrentive
soub domnated Dy goat wiliw Deing
prevdent through thes area Interesting
pliane species around the finges of this
wetnd include nerthem marsh orchid
and yolhow rattle;

Aptly named Heron's Rost’ the 5tk bele
supparts a numbe of wethnd birds such
a5 wilaw wartdee and seed bunting in
addition to the ubquitous beron, The
wilov warblar 84 sumimer vistor and
can oftan be feard callng fram deep
withn the soub to the fa kit of the
hoke Those quster golfers amangst
YOU iy &350 see the secrative bintings
hoppng around within the reads and
sirub duser {6 the playng lins,

Thess seascndly Ihoded wetlands
which traverse the H1h hode cffer the
pedect cpperiunity for amphiba to
(ve oot their ives unntermupted by
farger predatory fish. The sessomal
desiccation of thess areas coeeent the
farge predatars frém estasishng and
theredore spenies sich 5 ¥nooch newt
and comman toad are pleatiul,



Reay Golf Cowrse has a nch and deverse botanical and archaeclogical
histary, as well as bemng a scenic and challenging st af goll 58
acres of the cowrse are pratected In partnesship with Scottish Natusl
Heritage as Sites of Spedal Saentific Inferest (SSS1), These 5.55.105
ate protected aeeas hasting a variety of species of plants and wildie
which we nutue and maintaln. Fundamental to the unique
eharacier of e course 1S i1 Naturainess and we wish 1o 12Lain and
chensh this spendid natuezl habital as natwe iMended. The duse
systerm houses important vegelstron and indigenous grasses a3 well
5 natured Nera and faune

he cowse Itsell supports 3 wide range of diverse wiidlife
especially the birds. They indude the Oyster Catches, The Dipper.
Ringed Flover, Sand Martms, Skylarks, and Swallows. The Oyster
itcher heeeds on the course and aften kys eqos in the falneays
he Skylarks usc the old rabbit scraps o5 nest sites; The Ringed
Plover breeds in the Sahara the wetland i the centre of the cowrse
sned Shell Ducks octupy and becod an the old rabbit buvrows. RBlack
ats, Gulls and Temns akso hes locally on the adyacent cliffs
sl b accasion wnales have been seen in the adjarem
firth and Dalphins have also heen spotted. There is a resident
population ol Otters, rarely sighted in The Bauld Burm. Wild Dk
Ireqquent the buras along with the wild Brawn Trout Insects A in
abupdance with o number of dillerent butterflies especially the
small Blue. Rabbits graze on the fairways and help Keep the
etural grasses dommant

n the summer there s a caspet of wald Howers whach thrive in ideal

Kcal condilions. There are a large number of species ol wikd plants
such as orchids, lichens, lungi and mosses. Throughout the seasons
ol the year we have Water Avens, Autumn Gentian and &
lavorite [he Grass of Parnassus. Marnam 55 has stabilized the
lune comnp i SATM d plants to populate the dum
omalex aad the |

Reay Goll Ol mar aging e cowsse and Sandside Fs1ate the
awners gre both proud o be the custodians of this beaulilul and
etwral links Goll Course. 1t should be recognized that the wildlife
present ot Reay is there because of and not despite of the golf

[ Club and Sandside Estate are committed to 8
protecton of the enveonment and bio-diversity within the Goll
ourse. Best Practice and owr Corservation Polky Staternent
sdopted for qra nd and rl management and there is 3 policy
)l organic waste  compaosting s this  beautiful
arwirasmentally niepdly Goll Course

Sand Marlin

Sy Laark

Hustle
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Sustainability is wider than just Biodiversity
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10 Things to do

* Identify Members with an interest in wildlife to record and enthuse
 Communicate with Members - what to see and when
* Identify what you have and map out where it is

* Draw up and implement a course management plan which includes
management for habitats and species

* Engage with local naturalists
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10 Things to do

* Encourage pollinators

* Save money by mowing the roughs less, allowing naturalization

* Manage for climate change

* Make use of golf’s environmental services - GEO, BIGGA, R&A Golf
Course 2030 programme

* Explore https://www.randa.org/golf-course-2030-projects






