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What will we cover-



Definitions

Biodiversity The variety of life on Earth at all its levels, from genes to ecosystems

Biodiversity Net Gain
A development process that leaves a measurably positive impact on 

biodiversity compared to what was there before.

Biodiversity Metric
A tool specifically designed by DEFRA to measure the value of 

biodiversity and biodiversity change across sites in England. 



The Environment Act 2021

➢ Mandates net gain in biodiversity 

through the planning system (Post 

12th February 2024) 

➢ Sets a minimum threshold for net gain 

of 10%. 

➢ Requires the use of a Biodiversity 

Metric to calculate biodiversity 

enhancements 

➢ Stipulates that actions pursuant to net 

gain are maintained for 30 years. 

https://www.rlb.com/europe/insight/environment-act-2021-and-how-it-will-affect-the-

built-environment/ 

https://www.rlb.com/europe/insight/environment-act-2021-and-how-it-will-affect-the-built-environment/
https://www.rlb.com/europe/insight/environment-act-2021-and-how-it-will-affect-the-built-environment/


Secondary Legislation – BNG Exemptions

The Biodiversity Gain Requirements (Exemption) Regulations 2024

De minimus threshold 
• Does not impact a priority habitat                          

(e.g. broad-leaved woodland) 

• Impacts <25 sqm of non-priority habitat 

• Impacts < 5 m of non-priority hedgerows 

• Includes minor application for a accessibility 

ramp 

• Includes developments entirely on hardstanding

Householder developments 
• Includes minor domestic development including 

adding a side return or development within the 

curtilage of a house.

Biodiversity gain sites 
• Development which solely enhance biodiversity 

to meet a BNG condition for another 

development 

• Development to fulfil the BNG condition and for 

the purpose of permitting public access to use 

the site or for educational use but without a fee.

Small-scale self build 
• Consists of no more than 9 dwellings 

• Site is <0.5 ha 

• Consists entirely of dwellings that are classified 

as self build or custom build in the Self Build and 

Custom Housebuilding Act 2015.



The Biodiversity Gain Requirements (Irreplaceable Habitat) Regulations 2024)

Secondary Legislation - Irreplaceable Habitats 

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/ 

https://www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org/ 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/ 

https://www.nature.scot/ 

https://www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/ 

https://www.hiwwt.org.uk/ 

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/
https://www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org/
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/
https://www.nature.scot/
https://www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/
https://www.hiwwt.org.uk/


The Biodiversity Gain Site Register Regulations 2024

Secondary legislation – Biodiversity Gains Register 



The Statutory Metric

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/statutory-biodiversity-metric-tools-and-guides 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/statutory-biodiversity-metric-tools-and-guides


Measuring Biodiversity
• Habitat Focused 

• Measures Habitat, Hedgerows and Rivers 

• Area x Habitat Quality x Habitat Condition x Strategic Significance = Biodiversity Units (BU) 

• Applied to all existing and proposed habitats 

• Discount multipliers add to created habitats 



Measuring Biodiversity Change

➢ Change = Loss, retain, enhance or create 

➢ Net Change =  

      Future site value – Existing site value 

➢ + score = Net Gain, - score = net loss 

➢ 10% BNG target calculated based on baseline 

value of the site 

Photo credit: Warwickshire Wildlife Trust 

https://www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org/ 

https://www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org/


BNG Example

https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/ 

publication/5850908674228224 

https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5850908674228224
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5850908674228224


Biodiversity Metric Rules

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/statutory-biodiversity-metric-tools-and-guides 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/statutory-biodiversity-metric-tools-and-guides


Biodiversity Net Gain Hierarchy 

https://lichfields.uk/blog/2024/february/08/biodiversity-net-gain-a-timeline-guide-of-the-changes-to-the-planning-system 

Biodiversity Gain Sites

Onsite

Offsite

https://lichfields.uk/blog/2024/february/08/biodiversity-net-gain-a-timeline-guide-of-the-changes-to-the-planning-system


• Only considered where a net gain 
can’t be achieved on site.

• Credits purchased from a third-party 
landowner

• Priority to focus on local delivery first

• Financial penalty for delivering further 
afield

• Sites listed on the National Sites 
Registry or other BNG Credit 
Platforms

• Pricing varied and subject to market 
availability

• Can only be purchased as a last resort 
(Proof needed that all options have been 
considered) 

• Credits administered and sold by Natural 
England

• Purchase of 2 credits for every credit lost 

• High cost (prices designed to be 
disincentive to support the development 
of a BNG market) 

• Credits increase in price, the higher the 
habitat value 

• Cannot be used for bespoke 
compensation (i.e irreplaceable habitats) 

Biodiversity Gain Sites   Statutory Credits
(Habitat Banks, Biodiversity Offsets)



Biodiversity Gain Sites

➢ Any land capable of demonstrating a 
measurable benefit for biodiversity 

➢ Enhancements must be additional (i.e. not 
funded through an existing mechanism) 

➢ Must be owned or leased with full control of the 
land for a minimum period of 30 years 

➢ No size threshold but economies of scale count  

➢ Be able to be registered on the National Sites 
Registry 

➢ Underpinned by a legal agreement or covenant 
with a Local Authority or Responsible Body 

➢ Stacking is possible in limited circumstances 



Planning Applications

▪ Baseline Ecological Survey

▪ Completed Biodiversity Metric

▪ Habitat Management and Monitoring Plan 
(30 years)*

▪ Legal: Planning condition / S106 
Agreement

▪ Biodiversity Net Gain Plan

▪ Other planning documents: e.g. 
protected species surveys, landscaping 
plans

* For all ‘significant on site enhancements’

BNG Requirements

Biodiversity Gain Sites

▪ Baseline Ecological Survey

▪ Completed Biodiversity Metric

▪ Habitat Management and Monitoring 
Plan (30 years)

▪ Legal: S106 Agreement / 
Conservation Covenant

▪ Landownership/Lease Agreement

▪ Other: e.g. Costing model, feasibility 
surveys, developer sales agreement, 
planning permission?



Questions?



Resources 

Topic Link

BNG Overview https://www.gov.uk/guidance/biodiversity-net-gain 

BNG Exemptions https://www.gov.uk/guidance/biodiversity-net-gain-exempt-developments 

National Sites Registry https://www.gov.uk/guidance/search-the-biodiversity-gain-sites-register 

Other Biodiversity Gain Site Platforms • https://www.futurehomes.org.uk/biodiversityunitfindermap 

• https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/nature-based-solutions/biodiversity-net-gain/habitat-banks 

• https://marketplace.gaiacompany.io/hub/marketplace  

• https://www.bngfinder.co.uk/developers 

Conservation Covenants https://defraenvironment.blog.gov.uk/2024/04/22/conservation-covenants-putting-environmental-

commitments-into-law/ 

List of Responsible Bodies https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/conservation-covenant-agreements-designated-

responsible-bodies/conservation-covenants-list-of-designated-responsible-bodies 

Selling Biodiversity Units https://www.gov.uk/guidance/sell-biodiversity-units-as-a-land-manager 

Biodiversity metric and guidance https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/statutory-biodiversity-metric-tools-and-guides 

Middlemarch BNG Services https://www.middlemarch.eco/ 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/biodiversity-net-gain
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/biodiversity-net-gain-exempt-developments
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/search-the-biodiversity-gain-sites-register
https://marketplace.gaiacompany.io/hub/marketplace
https://marketplace.gaiacompany.io/hub/marketplace
https://marketplace.gaiacompany.io/hub/marketplace
https://www.bngfinder.co.uk/developers
https://defraenvironment.blog.gov.uk/2024/04/22/conservation-covenants-putting-environmental-commitments-into-law/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/conservation-covenant-agreements-designated-responsible-bodies/conservation-covenants-list-of-designated-responsible-bodies
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/sell-biodiversity-units-as-a-land-manager
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/statutory-biodiversity-metric-tools-and-guides
https://www.middlemarch.eco/

