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More people on nature’s side
Enabling people to 

take action for wildlife

Nature based solutions
Using nature to address 

the problems we all face 
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Ensuring nature exists 

everywhere by supporting 

nature’s recovery 
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Warwickshire Wildlife Trust 

currently manages about 0.4% of 

the total land area of Warwickshire, 

Coventry and Solihull…





Dead wood

Stonebridge Golf Club

Stoneleigh Deer Park Golf Club

Coventry Golf Club

Stoneleigh Deer Park Golf Club

▪ Why?

Dead wood is now a rare habitat because we tidy 

up!

It provides a unique habitat to thousands of species 

of insect that form the base of the food chain and a 

lack of dead wood leads to a lack of wildlife that 

feed on animals that live on it.

▪ What?

Standing dead wood is where the tree is standing up 

or the branch is still attached to the tree.

Fallen dead wood occurs in the form of a log pile or 

fallen tree.

▪ How?

Risk assess through a professional tree safety 

assessment. Only leave dead wood where it is safe 

to do so.

Where possible leave in situ.



‘Tiger rough’

Coventry Golf Club Stonebridge Golf Club

Stratford Oaks Golf Club Stoneleigh Deer Park Golf Club

▪ Why?

Long grass provides valuable habitat for small 

mammals and insects. 

In the wider landscape the area of long grass has 

reduced due to intensive land use, and so the area 

of habitat for these species has reduced too. 

Small mammals and insects also provide food for 

predators such as owls and bats further up the food 

chain.

▪ What?

The grass doesn’t have to be sown with wildflowers, 
although doing so can sometimes help with member 

engagement.

▪ How?

Let the grass grow through the spring and summer. 

Cut and ideally collect the grass from mid-august 

onwards.



Wildflower areas

Kenilworth Golf Club

Stratford Oaks Golf Club

Coventry Golf Club
Stratford Oaks Golf Club

▪ Why?

Wildflowers support pollinating insects like 

butterflies and bees. We have lost 98% of our native 

wildflower grasslands in the UK since the second 

world war and this loss has had a devastating 

impact on the insects that rely on them.

Pollinating insects pollinate the plants that provide 

1 in every 3 mouthfuls of food we eat. So, without 

pollinators we would starve.

▪ What?

Wildflowers thrive in low nutrient conditions and 

are outcompeted by grasses and herbs when 

nutrient levels are high. 

In some circumstances golf clubs already have rare 

wildflowers present without the need to reintroduce 

them.

▪ How?

Sow autumn/winter. Cut and remove late summer.



Water management

Stoneleigh Deer Park Golf Club Stratford Oaks Golf Club

Stonebridge Golf ClubStoneleigh Deer Park Golf Club

▪ Why?

Freshwater is critical to all life on earth and our 

water courses are polluted by human activity. 

Water resilience is also critical in the face of climate 

change.

▪ What?

Buffering ponds, ditches, streams and rivers can 

help reduce impacts from the golf course and 

provide wildlife habitat.

A buffer is a longer area of vegetation than on the 

fairway or green. It doesn’t have to be tiger rough in 
length to have a positive impact.

▪ How?

Creating a 1- or 2-metre-wide buffer around water 

features where cutting frequency is reduced helps to 

create a natural buffer of longer vegetation.



Water management

Image from 

Freshwater Habitats 

Trust.



▪ Why?

Bats naturally roost in old 

buildings or mature trees, both 

of which are less common than 

they were. They also feed on 

insects which have declined.

▪ What?

Creating bat boxes can be a 

great way to provide nesting 

habitat for bats if your golf club 

lacks old trees that provide 

natural habitats.

▪ How?

Follow the instructions on the 

how to guide!



▪ Why?

Birds naturally roost in old 

buildings, mature trees, or 

hedges. All of which are less 

common than they were.

▪ What?

Creating bird boxes can be a 

great way to provide nesting 

habitat for birds if your golf club 

lacks these features.

▪ How?

Follow the instructions on the 

how to guide!



▪ Why?

Insects and bugs have declined 

significantly in the last few 

decades. They are at the base of 

the food chain and support a 

variety of other species.

▪ What?

Bug hotels need to be located in 

sunny areas, ideally close to an 

area with flowers for pollen and 

nectar.

▪ How?

Follow the instructions on the 

how to guide!



▪ Why?

Ponds are now rarer in the wider 

landscape as we have drained 

the land and lost the natural wet 

areas.

▪ What?

A pond of any size can provide a 

home to a range of species as 

well as a water source for other 

wildlife.

▪ How?

Follow the instructions on the 

how to guide!
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